
Greenland: The Land of Snow 
As we have read about the Frigid Zones, and we know the temperature is low over there. 

Most of Greenland lies in the Frigid zone of the northern hemisphere. 

The type of climate found in frigid zone is known as Polar Climate. Both the poles have 

polar climate. The north pole lies in the Arctic Circle and most of the Greenland lies in the 

Arctic circle thus, Greenland has a polar type of climate. 

Greenland is to the north east of North America. 

Baffin Bay and Davis Strait separate if from the northern islands of Canada. 

The nearest European country to Greenland is Iceland. 

Greenland is part of Denmark and is the largest island in the world. Its capital is 

Nukk(Godthaab). 

About 80% of area is covered with ice and snow. The south western coast is the warmest 

place of Greenland and is inhabited by most of the people. 

The floating mass of ice in the sea is called Iceberg. These are very dangerous for the ships. 

International Ice Patrol keeps the checks on that. 

Climate 
The climate of Greenland is called polar climate. It is extremely cold and chilly throughout 

the year. The temperature is below 0 degree Celsius all the year around. 

More than three-fourths of island is covered with snow. In summers, it is bright, sunny and 

dry. 

Greenland is often known as “The land of the midnight Sun” because in summers the sun 

shines even at midnight. 

Vegetation 

Extremely cold climate and absence of sunlight for six months makes it a barren land for 

plants to grow. 

The only plants that can be seen are short grass, lichens and that too in scattered areas. 

Some flowers can be seen in spring season. There are no forests and wood is brought in 

from other places. 

Animal Life 
Polar bear, wolves, Arctic fox, musk-ox and reindeer can bear extremely cold climate. 

The large dogs called Huskies are very important and are domesticated for pulling sledges. 
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In the seas, seals and many kind of whales can be seen. 

Life of the People 
Eskimos or Inuits are the original inhabitants of Greenland. They are short and stout people 

with a yellow coloured skin. 

They are mainly hunters and hunt whales, walrus, polar bears and seals. 

In past, they used bows and harpoons to kill the animals. 

Harpoon- A long spear with a rope attached to it for hunting. 

During winters, the Eskimos hunt for seals. A special technique adopted for hunting is a 

round hole is made on the top of frozen river. The seal or fish swimming or present 

invention under the ice comes near the hole to breathe and then they get killed by the 

spears. 

Eskimos are meat eaters and use animal hide for clothes and tents. 

The fat or blubber of seals and whales is used to give heat and light. 

Clothes 
The people wear clothes made from seal, walrus and reindeer skin. 

Waterproof shoes are made of seal skin and sewn with reindeer thread. 

Parka – Jackets with hoods lined with fur. 

Houses 

Eskimos call their houses ‘Igloos'. Igloos are made of ice, snow or even wood. 

Animal skin is used to make floors.  

Nowadays, Eskimos are living in modern houses. 

Tou pig – A tent made of animal skin used for living in summer. 

Transport 
The main means of transport of Eskimos are sledges, which are pulled by Reindeers or 

Huskies. 

They also travel in boats called kayaks, which is made out of skin of animals and usually 

accommodate only one person. 

Umiak is a broader boat used for carrying women and children. 

Urbanization 
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In recent times, life of Greenlanders had changed a lot. They have started adopting modern 

means to hunt and have access to modern machinery as radio, T.V., motorised sledge called 

Skidoo for transport.  

There are hospitals, shops, college, schools in many towns. 

Humans use rifles for killing animals. Small scale industries have developed. Farms have been 

set up for animal breeding. 


